




 

 
 

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

IMPORTANT BAND INFO: 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL: 

When you arrive to class, please set up your instrument, chair, and music stand immediately.  Then, use the next 5 
minutes to use the lavatory, get a drink, and warm up individually on your instrument.  Use proper warm-up technique that will 
benefit the ensemble as a whole.  Mr. Gottesman will provide adequate time for you to pack up your gear at the end of the 
period. Please be sure to put your instrument away in a locker or closet and LATCH ALL LATCHES on the case. If extra time is 

available, please wait inside the band room until dismissed. 

HALL PASSES: 
Students using the bathroom or water fountain at the end of the Performing Arts Hallway will not need a pink hall pass.  

Anyone who wishes to travel beyond the boundaries of the music area will need a pink hall pass at all times. 

EATING: 
Due to persistent problems with rodent infestation, Students will not be permitted to eat in the band area at any time. 

Please be sure all garbage is disposed in the correct container and that the floor is clear of debris before leaving class for the 

day. 

SMARTPHONES and DEVICES: 
Students may use appropriate smartphone apps during class.  Appropriate apps are tuners, metronomes, pitch pipes, 

and audio/video recorders.  Devices are not to be used during class for social media, texting, or gaming.  Students will receive 

one warning to put the device away.  Further tech disruptions will result in secure storage of the device during rehearsals. 

SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS: 
If you are using a school-owned instrument this year, please make sure to communicate that with Mr. Gottesman.  It is 

critical that all school-owned equipment be accounted for at the end of each year.  If the instrument is accidentally damaged, 
the repair cost is will be covered by the school.  If the damage is a result of gross negligence or deliberate vandalism, the 
student will be fully responsible for the cost of repair or replacement. 

GRADING: 
Your grade for Symphonic Band is based solely on your daily rehearsal technique and your attendance at all rehearsals 

and performances.  Please refer to the attached rubric for reference. You will be assessed using the rubric twice per marking 

period.  During the second marking period, you will also be submitting two video assignments demonstrating your progress with 
the Grand Master Scale. 

CONCERT ATTIRE: White top, black bottom, dress shoes, gentlemen wear long ties. Please take care of your shopping needs as 

soon as possible! 



 

 
     

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

STHS Instrumental Ensemble Grading Rubric 
CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Tone Quality 

Student has full, clear 
tone on the instrument, 
appropriate to grade 
level. 

Student has some 
problems producing the 
best tone quality on 
instrument. 

Student has substantial 
problems producing the 
best tone quality on the 
instrument 

Student is unable to 
produce an acceptable 
tone on the instrument. 

Note Accuracy 
Student consistently 
performs correct notes 
on instrument. 

Student performs 
correct notes on 
instrument with few 
errors. 

Student often plays 
wrong notes on 
instrument. 

Student is unable to 
perform correct notes 
on instrument. 

Rhythmic Accuracy 

Student performs 
passages with rhythmic 
accuracy at conductor's 
tempo. 

Student performs 
passages with few 
rhythmic errors at 
conductor's tempo. 

Student performs 
passages with many 
rhythmic errors at 
conductor's tempo. 

Student is unable to 
perform passages 
without errors at 
conductor's tempo. 

Articulation 

Student performs with 
attention to articulation 
markings provided in 
the part or by the 
conductor. 

Student performs with 
attention to articulation 
markings provided in 
the part or by the 
conductor with few 
errors. 

Student performs with 
attention to articulation 
markings provided in 
the part or by the 
conductor with many 
errors. 

Student is unable to 
perform correct 
articulations. 

Punctuality 

Student always arrives 
at rehearsal ready to 
play by the conductor's 
downbeat. 

Student usually arrives 
at rehearsal ready to 
play by the conductor's 
downbeat. 

Student sometimes 
arrives late to rehearsal 
and is not ready to play 
by the conductor's 
downbeat. 

Student often arrives 
late to rehearsal and is 
not ready to play by the 
conductor's downbeat. 

Posture 
Student always uses 
correct playing posture 
for instrument. 

Student usually uses 
correct playing posture 
for instrument and 
corrects problem when 
reminded by conductor. 

Student often uses 
inadequate playing 
posture for instrument. 

Student consistently 
uses inadequate 
playing posture for 
instrument. 

Eye Contact 
Student always 
watches the conductor. 

Student usually 
watches the conductor, 
and corrects problem 
when reminded. 

Student rarely watches 
the conductor, but 
corrects problem when 
reminded. 

Student does not watch 
the conductor. 

Preparation 

Student always brings 
instrument, music and 
accessories needed for 
the ensemble and 
keeps instrument in 
excellent condition. 

Student brings 
instrument but often 
forgets music and 
accessories needed for 
the ensemble and 
keeps instrument in 
good condition. 

Student sometimes 
forgets instrument, 
music and accessories 
needed for the 
ensemble and keeps 
instrument in adequate 
condition. 

Student often forgets 
instrument and 
accessories as needed 
for the ensemble and 
keeps instrument in 
poor condition. 

Focus 
Student is focused and 
attentive during class. 

Student is usually 
focused and attentive 
during class, but 
sometimes is distracted 
by others. 

Student is sometimes 
focused and attentive 
during class, but is 
easily distracted by 
others and sometimes 
distracts others. 

Student is rarely 
focused and attentive 
during class. 
Sometimes disruptive 
to rest of class. 

Home Practice 
Student displays 
evidence of consistent 
home practice. 

Student displays some 
evidence of home 
practice. 

Student rarely displays 
evidence of home 
practice. 

Student displays no 
evidence of home 
practice. 


